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PAPER NAMES
SUSIE LUO

MARKETING & SALES POINTS
An unexpected attack brings together a Chinese-American family and a wealthy white lawyer in this
propulsive and sweeping story of family, identity and the American dream

Susie Luo's debut novel is a Reader's Digest Best Book of 2023, a Publishers Lunch Buzz Book and
a Good Morning America Buzz Pick

Perfect for fans of Jean Kwok's Girl in Translation, a New York Times and international bestseller that
sold 7.7k copies in the UK. Those who are also fans of Mary Beth Kean and Celeste Ng will be drawn to
this novel

Explores issues such as immigration and identity, cultural assimilation, power imbalances in society
and relationships and the illusion of the American dream, allowing for numerous features and
interviews regarding the author's thoughts on said topics

Proofs available from August 2023, with multiple waves to be sent out until publication in spring 2024.
A focus on being featured in women's magazines, national press and bookstagram/booktok
community, as well as inclusion in in 2024 'one to watch' roundups

THE BOOK
Taut, panoramic and powerful; Paper Names is an unforgettable debut about the long shadows of our

parents, the ripple effects of our decisions and the ways in which our love transcends difference.
Outside a New York apartment building, an attempted mugging alters the lives of three people.

Tony, a Chinese-born engineer turned Manhattan doorman, who immigrated to the United States to give his
family a better life.

His daughter, Tammy, who grapples with the expectations surrounding a first-generation American as she
grows into an ambitious young woman.

And Oliver, a charming white lawyer with a dark family secret, who is continuously propelled towards Tammy
and Tony, whether by fate or his choices.

Set in New York and China over three decades, Paper Names explores what it means to be American from
three different perspectives. As Tony, Tammy and Oliver each strive for their own American dream, and make

sacrifices to attain it, every joyous and heart-breaking twist in their stories begs the question: was it all worth it?

PRAISE FOR PAPER NAMES 

'A moving story of immigrants in America' - Town & Country (The Best Books to Read May 2023)

'The plot is propulsive, prompting the reader to keep turning the pages, and the novel as a whole is undeniably

enjoyable. An entertaining and touching debut from a new voice in Chinese American literature' - Kirkus

'At its heart, the crux of the story is our relationships with family – not only how we shape our lives to fulfil their

expectations, but also the lengths to which we will go in order to hide shameful secrets from our past' - Book

Reporter

'Susie Luo's debut is unblinking, nimble, and written with the kind of clarity one expects from a seasoned

author. The word stunning is not hyperbole here' - Brian Castleberry, award-winning author of Nine Shiny

Objects

'A spectacular debut... Explosive and riveting, the story whipstitches in and out of time like a golden needle' - 

Adriana Trigiani, New York Times bestselling author of The Good Left Undone

'With a keen eye for detail, a strong sense of pacing, and a deep understanding of human nature, Susie Luo

crafts a moving portrait of two families whose fates intertwine' - Christina Baker Kline, #1 New York Times

bestselling author of The Orphan Train

SUSIE LUO (Location: New York, UK)

Susie Luo is a writer based in New York and currently teaches creative writing at

Columbia University. She graduated from the University of Pennsylvania and Cornell

Law School. She wrote at night while working as an investment banker. Paper
Names is her first book.
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